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�The Family of Robert McIninch and Elizabeth Colgon,���from County Antrim, Ireland to Hastings County, Ontario��

�Article by Patrick M. Shea [Notes 1 and 2] ��

Robert McIninch was born circa 1792 in County Antrim, Ireland [26] [3]. He married ��Elizabeth Colgon, who was born circa December 1793 in Ireland [4], probably sometime ��during the early 1820s. Oral family history recounts that Robert and Elizabeth lived near the ��Giant’s Causeway, which is on the north coast of County Antrim, a few miles northeast of the ��town of Bushmills [33]. Robert and Elizabeth were members of the Church of Ireland, and ��Robert became a freemason in 1812 [26]. ��

Church of Ireland parishes adjacent to the Giant’s Causeway include Billy, Ballintoy, and ��Dunseverick. The early Billy and Ballintoy parish registers were destroyed by the fire at the ��Four Courts in Dublin in 1922, and the Dunseverick parish register only begins in 1831, when ��the parish was carved out of the Billy and Ballintoy parishes. Because the Billy and Ballintoy ��parish records were destroyed, there is no church documentary evidence of the births of either ��Robert or Elizabeth (or, therefore, of the identity of their parents) or of the date of their marriage, ��assuming that each of them was baptized, and that they were married, in one of these two parishes. ��

There is a record, however, of a Robert McIninch (who is a son of Archibald McIninch and ��Peggy Murray or Macay, and a sibling of John, Daniel, Alexander, Mary, Sally, Nancy, and Peggy) ��living in the Parish of Ballintoy, Townland of Dunseverick Mill, in April 1803 [6]. Although it is ��not certain that this is the same Robert who later married Elizabeth Colgon, this is likely him. ��

Robert and Elizabeth had at least six children, and all of these were born in County Antrim. ��They were: William, born circa 1824-1825 [13]; Elizabeth, born 12 April 1825 [5] [23]; ��Patrick, born circa January 1830 [5] [12] [15] [18] [20]; Ellen Jane, baptized 20 October 1832 [7]; ��John, born 28 May 1837 [8]; and Henry, born 13 April 1835 [9], 21 November 1839 [22], or ��9 March 1840 [29]. [10] [11]. ��

Robert and Elizabeth and at least five of their grown children (William, Elizabeth, Patrick, ��John, and Henry) emigrated from County Antrim to Canada in the early 1850s, likely traveling ��up the St. Lawrence through Quebec City, Montreal, and points west. It is unclear whether they ��all emigrated together, or whether they arrived in more than one wave [22] [26] [29]. By the ��mid-1850s, however, it seems that they were settled on land outside of the town of Stirling, ��Rawdon Township, Hastings County, Canada West (now Ontario) [14], a farming community ��approximately 12 miles northwest of the city of Belleville, Hastings County, Ontario. Robert and ��Elizabeth may have had other children who did not emigrate to Canada.��
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The earliest official record of the family’s residency in Canada dates from the early 1860s. ��The 1861 census indicates that Robert and Elizabeth lived in Rawdon Township in a one-storey ��log house, and that Robert farmed on the 200 acres of land that he owned [12]. Also recorded in ��that same census is the household of their oldest son William, who lived in Belleville with his wife ��Catherine, his children Eliza and Robert, and his younger brothers John and Henry [13] [25]. ��

William was a blacksmith. The 1860-61 Hastings County Directory lists the Front Street shop ��and Coleman Street residence of William McInninch (spelled with three ‘n’s), and William placed ��an ad in the 1 August 1862 The Intelligencer of Belleville thanking the people of the town and the ��county “for the liberal patronage ex’ended [sic] to him for the past seven years, begs to say that ��he has recently built new and commodious premises on the old site, where he is prepared to do all ��kinds of work connected with the Carriage and Blacksmith business, in the best manner and at the ��lowest prices.” The ad is signed “Wm. M’Inninch”. Only two years after opening the new premises, ��however, William died on 17 April 1864, after suffering a kick to his lower abdomen by a young ��horse behind which he stood. ��

William’s younger brother Henry McIninch, who lived, and presumably worked, with him in 1861, ��took over the blacksmith business following William’s death [24]. Henry, an Anglican, married ��Margaret McDonough, an Irish-born Roman Catholic who had emigrated to Canada in 1850 [22], ��sometime between 1861 and 1871 [16] [17]. Henry’s obituary [29] states that he emigrated to ��Canada at the age of 14 (which would mean that he arrived circa 1854), and the 1901 census of ��Canada [22] states that he emigrated 1854. ��

Henry and Margaret had four children, all of whom were born in Belleville and were raised as ��Catholics: Robert Henry (born 29 March 1871 and baptized on 23 April 1871 at St. Michael’s ��Catholic Church in Belleville), William John (born 27 March 1874 and baptized on 1 April 1874 at ��St. Michael’s), Mary Florence (born 5 July 1878), and Mabel (born 6 July 1883 and baptized on ��23 July 1883 at St. Michael’s). Henry had a prominent local political career. After Belleville was ��incorporated as a city on 1 December 1877, Henry served as an alderman from 1878 to 1886 [32]. ��In January 1886, he was elected mayor of Belleville and served for one year, after which he retired ��from active municipal political life [27]. Like his father Robert, he was a mason, and he served as ��the master of Eureka Lodge A.F. & A.M., No. 283, G.R.C., Belleville, in 1890 and 1891 [28].��

Robert McIninch and Elizabeth Colgon’s three other known children, Elizabeth, Patrick, and John, ��also remained in the Belleville-Stirling area, like their brothers William and Henry. ��
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Elizabeth McIninch (born 12 April 1825 in Ireland) married the Irish-born James Lanigan in ��Canada, lived in or near Stirling, and had eight children: Eliza J. (died 12 February 1855 as ��an infant), Robert (born 4 May 1855, married Emma McGee and later Catherine Montgomery, ��and died 12 April 1933), James (born circa 1857 and married Jennie Munnes), Mary (born ��13 February 1859), William Henry (born 21 January 1861), Albert (born 25 December 1862 ��and married Clara M. Heap), Eliza Ann (born circa 5 January 1865), and Daniel R. (died ��24 January 1869 as an infant). James Lanigan died in Stirling on 29 August 1879 and Elizabeth ��McIninch died in Stirling in 1902 [34]. ��

Patrick McIninch (born circa January 1830 in Ireland) married an Ontario-born Mary of French ��ethnicity sometime between 1871 and 1879 and had at least four children. He farmed in Rawdon ��Township, Hastings County [18] [25] and in the Belmont sub-district of the Peterborough East ��electoral district [20], died on 22 July 1917 [30], and is buried in Stirling. ��

John McIninch (born circa 1837-1838 in Ireland) appears never to have married. The 1881 census ��indicates that he lived with his brother Patrick in Rawdon Township and was a farmer [18], and ��the 1901 census indicates that he was a servant for a Scottish family in the neighbouring Seymour ��Township in Northumberland County [21]. His obituary, following his death on 14 January 1929, ��states that he was a long-time employee of a carriage company in Belleville [31]. He too is buried ��in Stirling.��

Robert McIninch and Elizabeth Colgon continued to live and farm in Rawdon Township near ��Stirling through the 1870s. The 1871 census indicates that they lived with their sons Patrick and ��John, and another person named Robert McIninch, although it is unclear who he is [15]. Robert ��died in or near Stirling on 21 June 1879, at the age of 87, and is buried in the Stirling cemetery. ��Elizabeth lived almost another five years after her husband’s death. The 1881 census indicates ��that she lived with her son Patrick and his family on their farm [18]. She died near Stirling on ��29 February 1884, at the age of 90, and is buried in the Stirling cemetery.��

In 1891 and 1901, Henry McIninch, his wife Margaret McDonough, and their children Robert ��Henry (“Harry”), William John, Mary Florence, and Mabel lived together in Belleville [19] [22]. ��Harry later married Edith MacDonell and had one child, Joseph Harold [35] – they lived in Ottawa. ��Mary Florence married John Martin Truaisch of Belleville on 6 October 1905 at St. Michael’s in ��Belleville and had six children, Margaret, Jack, Helen, Nora, Kay, James, and Mary [36]. ��Mabel married Raymond Harlor of Pennsylvania and had seven children born in Pennsylvania, ��Barbara, Robert, Jane, Patricia, Martha, Margaret, and Emily [37]. ��
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William McIninch married Teresa Meagher, who was originally from the neighbouring Tyendinaga ��Township of Hastings County and was a daughter of James Meagher and Mary Shaughnessy [38]. ��William and Teresa had four children (John Henry, Margaret Grace, Mary Bernice, and Joseph ��Laurence), and the family moved from Belleville to Ottawa circa 1908 [39]. Henry McIninch died ��on 10 March 1917 in Belleville and was buried in the Belleville Protestant cemetery, and Margaret ��McDonough died in Ottawa in 1922 and was buried in Notre Dame cemetery in Ottawa.��

Today, the descendants of Robert McIninch and Elizabeth Colgon live all over the world, ��including near the old farm in Rawdon Township, in Belleville, Ontario, and further away in ��Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Edmonton, Calgary, British Columbia, Maine, Pennsylvania, Florida, ��and Sweden, to name just a few places. Ten of the eleven people with the surname “McIninch” that ��were listed in Canadian telephone directories as of September 2005 are descendants of Robert and ��Elizabeth, and it is possible that the eleventh person is a descendant as well.��



Notes and sources����[1] Patrick M. Shea, 67 Clandeboye Avenue, Westmount, Quebec H3Z 1Y9, Canada. ��Telephone: (514) 847-4859. E-mail: pshea@alumni.princeton.edu. Questions and comments are ��most welcome. The author would appreciate hearing from anyone who has researched any of the ��people mentioned in this article or from any relatives thereof.����[2] The author is a son of Margaret McIninch, who is a daughter of John Henry McIninch ��(1905-1984), who was a son of William John McIninch (1874-1966), who was a son ��of Henry McIninch (circa 1840-1917), who was a son of Robert McIninch and Elizabeth Colgon.��

Notes [3] to [5]: Cemetery Records and Tombstones in Stirling, Ontario Protestant Cemetery: ����[3] Robert’s tombstone, however, states that he died on 21 June 1879 aged 87 years and 9 months, ��which, if accurate, would mean that he was born circa September 1791, rather than in 1792. ����[4] Elizabeth’s tombstone states that she died on 29 February 1884 aged 90 years and 3 months. ��The cemetery burial records, however, indicate that she would have turned 93 at her next birthday, ��which means that she may have been born two years earlier than 1793.����[5] Birth date of Elizabeth and birth month and year of Patrick: Stirling, Ontario, Protestant ��cemetery records and tombstones.��
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Notes [6] to [11]: Church, Cemetery, and Census Records in County Antrim, Ireland:����[6] 1803 Agricultural Survey, recording householders in County Antrim. There are no records ��of another Robert McIninch/McAninch who is a son of a head of household in the 1803 survey ��[Agricultural survey of fourteen parishes in northern Co. Antrim: Armoy, Ballintoy, Ballymoney, ��Ballyrashane, Ballywillin, Billy, Culfreightrin, Derrykeighan, Dunluce, Grange of Drumtaullagh, ��Kilraghts, Loughguile, Ramoan, and Rathlin. At National Archives of Ireland, Dublin, Ireland, in ��Official Papers, Second Series (OP153/103); also available at (PRONI) Public Records Office of ��Northern Ireland, Belfast, Northern Ireland. cf. MFHN, v. VIII, n. 3, p. 2000-19, which refers to ��the index of heads of households, which index does not include the names of other family members]. ��

[7] 1830s register of the Parish of Dunseverick, Diocese of Connor (Church of Ireland), ��Townland of Lisnagunogue, County Antrim, Ireland. ����[8] The parish register also indicates that he was baptized on 12 June 1837.����[9] The parish register indicates that Henry was born 26 March 1835 and baptized 13 April 1835.����[10] The family name was consistently spelled “McAninch” in the Dunseverick parish records.����[11] The graveyard of the Dunseverick parish church includes a headstone of an Archibald ��McAninch, who died on 17 June 1889 at the age of 70, which means that he could possibly ��have been an older sibling to William, Elizabeth, et al. [MFHN, v. XI, n. 4, October, p. 2003-32].��

Notes [12] to [23]: Census Records in Canada:��[general reference, census information, National Archives of Canada, http://www.archives.ca] ����[12] 1861 Census of Canada, Canada West [14], Hastings County, Rawdon Township, p. 11: ��“Robert McIninch, farmer, born in Ireland, age 69, Church of England; Elizabeth McIninch, ��born in Ireland, age 68; Mary Ann McIninch, age 12, born in Ireland; Eliza McIninch, age 10, ��born in Ireland [it is not clear who Mary Ann and Eliza are – possibly grandchildren]; ��Patrick McIninch,, age 27, born in Ireland. Log house, 1 storey. 4 horses, 4 cows, 7 sheep, ��6 pigs, $200. Land: 200 acres.” [editor’s note: “storey” is the correct spelling in Canada.] ��

[13] 1861 Census of Canada, Canada West [14], Hastings County, District No. 4, Belleville, p. 84: ��“Wm. McInninch [spelled with three ‘n’s], Blacksmith, born in Ireland, Episcopal, age 36 ��[therefore, William was likely born circa 1824-1825]; Catherine McInninch, born in Ireland, ��Episcopal, age 26; Eliza McInninch, born in Upper Canada, Episcopal, age 4; R.H. McInninch, ��born in Upper Canada, Episcopal, age 2; Henry McInninch, born in Ireland, Episcopal, age 21; ��John McInninch, born in Ireland, Episcopal, age 18. Own: frame house, 1 1/2 storeys, 1 horse, ��$30 of livestock.” William and Catherine subsequently had at least two other children, Isabell ��and William. ��_________________________________________________________________________��“Robert McIninch and Elizabeth Colgon”, page 5 of 9, by Patrick M. Shea, Copyright 2006. ��McAninch Family History NL, v.XIV n.1 / January 2006 / Frank McAninch, Editor / page 2006-06��
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[14] Canada West was the name of the jurisdiction which became the province of Ontario on ��1 July 1867 when Canada federated. The British colonies of Upper Canada and Lower Canada ��were united in 1840 to form one colony named “Canada”, but for administrative purposes the ��colony was divided along the old Upper/Lower boundaries and the two parts were, respectively, ��called Canada West and Canada East.��

[15] 1871 Census of Canada, Ontario, Hastings, Rawdon, p. 11: “Robert McIninch, age 78, ��born in Ireland, Church of England, farmer; Elisabeth McIninch, age 78, born in Ireland, ��Church of England; Robert McIninch, age 30, born in Ireland, Church of England, farmer; ��Patrick McIninch, age 28, born in Ireland, Church of England, farmer; John McIninch, age 25, ��born in Ireland, Church of England, carpenter.” ��

[16] In the Ontario head-of-household index to the 1871 Census of Canada, Henry is listed as��a blacksmith living in Belleville Town: “Henery McInninck [the “h” was likely mistranscribed ��as a “k” by the indexer], age: 31, birthplace: Ontario [incorrect], religion: Wesleyan Methodist ��[incorrect], origin: Irish, occupation: blacksmith.”��

[17] 1881 Census of Canada, Ontario, Hastings West, Belleville, District No. 121, p. 25: ��“Henry McAninch [spelled with an ‘A’], age 40, born in Ireland, Church of England, blacksmith; ��Maggie McAninch; age 36, born in Ireland, Roman Catholic; Robert H. McAninch, age 10, ��born in Ontario, Roman Catholic; William J. McAninch, age 7, born in Ontario, Roman Catholic; ��Mary F. McAninch, age 2, born in Ontario, Roman Catholic.”��

[18] 1881 Census of Canada, Ontario, Hastings North, Rawdon Township, Division No. 1, p. 18: ��“Patrick McIninch, age 45, born in Ireland, Church of England, farmer, Irish; Mary McIninch, ��age 22, born in Ontario, Church of England, French; Jane McIninch, age 3, born in Ontario, ��Church of England, Irish; Elisabeth McIninch [nee Colgon], age 88, born in Ireland, Church of ��England, widow, Irish; John McIninch, age 35, born in Ireland, Church of England, farmer, Irish.” ��

[19] 1891 Census of Canada, Ontario, Hastings West, Belleville City, District No. 75, p. 18. ��Harry is said to be a plumber, and William, an engine fitter.  Mabel, the only child of Henry ��and Margaret born after the previous census, is said to be 7 years old.��
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[20] 1901 Census of Canada, Ontario, Peterborough East District, Belmont Sub-District, ��Microfilm Reel No. T-6491, Schedule 1, p. 6:  “Patrick McIninch, head, born in Ireland on ��29 February 1839, age 69 [age and date of birth conflict], emigrated in [1850?] [year is not clear], ��Irish ethnicity, farmer, married, English religion [presumably Church of England]; L. Mary ��McIninch, wife, born in Ontario on 9 February 1854, age 46, French ethnicity, married, English ��religion; J. Ellen McIninch, daughter, born in Ontario on 25 June 1879, age 21, Irish ethnicity, ��single, English religion; Al____ [given name is illegible] McIninch, son, born in Ontario on ��29 May 1883, age 17, Irish ethnicity, gold miner, single, English religion; W. Henry McIninch, ��son, born in Ontario on 22 January 1885, age 16, Irish ethnicity, single, English religion; ��B. Al____ [given name is illegible] McIninch, daughter, born in Ontario on 16 April 1887, ��age 13, Irish ethnicity, single, English religion; Robert McIninch, born in Ireland on 7 April ��[1834 or 1839?] [year is not clear], emigrated in [1850?] [year is not clear], age 71, Irish ��ethnicity, farm labourer, single, English religion.” ��

[21] 1901 Census of Canada, Ontario, Northumberland East District, Seymour Township ��Sub-District, Microfilm Reel No. T-6485, Schedule 4, p. 4: “John Mackinninch [spelled ��phonetically, it appears], servant, born in Ireland on 31 May 1849, age 51 [date of birth and ��age are probably wrong], emigrated in 1859, Irish ethnicity, carpenter/journeyman, single, ��Church of England.”��

[22] 1901 Census of Canada, Ontario, Hastings West District, Belleville, Microfilm Reel No. ��T-6473, Division No. 2, p. 9. This census indicates that Henry was born on 21 November 1839 ��and that Margaret was born in Ireland on 5 January 1845 and emigrated to Canada in 1850. ��Oral family history is inconsistent about the exact place of Margaret’s birth in Ireland: possibly ��County Cork, possibly County Sligo.��

[23] 1901 Census of Canada, Ontario, Hastings North, Rawdon Township, Division No. 1, p. 4. ��This census states that Elizabeth was born on 12 April 1829 in Ontario (which birthplace is ��certainly incorrect and birth year is likely incorrect).��

Notes [24] to [32]: Atlases, City and County Directories, Newspapers, Monographs, ��and Other Sources: ��

[24] The 1864-65 Hastings County Directory lists Henry as a carriagemaker and blacksmith on ��the west side of Front Street and he continues to appear as a carriagemaker and/or blacksmith ��until the 1889 Hastings County Directory, according to Gerald Boyce, a Belleville historian, ��in a letter dated 23 May 1991. A 4 May 1864 article in the Hastings Chronicle reported that he ��was elected second lieutenant of the Independent Fire Company No. 1. ��
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[25] An 1878 Hastings County atlas indicates that Catherine [“Mrs. C. McIninch”] owned the ��100 acre lot located at concession III, lot 4, and the 50 acre lot [the east half of a 100 acre lot] ��at concession III, lot 7, and that Patrick [“P. McIninch”] owned the [west half] 50 acre lot ��located at concession III, lot 7, all in Rawdon Township, in 1878. This 1878 Hastings County ��atlas is available on line at http://digital.library.mcgill.ca/countyatlas. ��

[26] Robert McIninch’s funeral notice, Daily Intelligencer, Belleville, Ontario, 27 June 1879, ��p. 3. The notice states that he had been a resident of Rawdon Township for about 28 years, ��which would mean he settled there circa 1851.��

[27] Weekly Intelligencer, Belleville, Ontario, 7 January 1886, p. 8.����[28] http://www.mastermason.com/eureka283/pastmasters.htm.����[29] Henry McIninch’s obituary, The Intelligencer, Belleville, Ontario, on 10 March 1917. ����[30] Patrick McIninch’s obituary, Daily Intelligencer, Belleville, Ontario, 23 July 1917, p. 5.����[31] John McIninch’s obituary, Daily Ontario, 16 January 1929, p. 4.����[32] William Charles Mikel, City of Belleville History (Picton, Ontario:  Picton Gazette, 1943), ��pp. 34-35. ��

Notes [33] to [39]: Information from or about Other Descendants of Robert and ��Elizabeth McIninch:����[33] Conversations between the author and his grandfather, John Henry McIninch [2], in the ��early 1980s. ����[34] Information provided to the author by Diane Lanigan Potter of Gardiner, Maine, ��a great-great granddaughter of James Lanigan and Elizabeth McIninch.����[35] Harry died in Montreal in October 1934 and Edith died in June 1950. Their son ��Joseph Harold (born 27 March 1907 in Belleville) married Monique Hébert on 2 June 1947 ��at Notre Dame du Rosaire Church in Montreal; they had two children, Patricia and Denise.��
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[36] Margaret Truaisch became a religious sister, Jack Truaisch married a Cecile and had ��one daughter, Helen Truaisch married William McCarney and had two children (Christopher ��and Gregory), Nora Truaisch married Fred Smith and had one child (Brian), Kay Truaisch ��married Maurice Talbot and had six children (Mary, Patricia, Robert, John, Ann, and Cathy), ��James Truaisch married an Ella and had five children, and Mary Truaisch did not marry ��(information provided to the author by Barbara Kennedy, of Greeley, Pennsylvania, a ��granddaughter of Henry McIninch and Margaret McDonough).��

[37] The 1930 census of the United States for Enumeration District 49-38, Mt. Carmel borough, ��Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, records the family of Raymond Harlor and Mabel ��McIninch. Mabel died on 13 July 1947. Barbara Harlor married Roy Kennedy (they did not ��have children). Robert Harlor did not marry. Jane Harlor married Elwood Hagey (they did not ��have children). Patricia Harlor married John Marso and had two children (Mary and Paul). ��Martha Harlor married William Paris (they did not have children). Margaret Harlor married ��William Armstrong and had four children (Alan, Marilyn, Wendy, and Nancy). Emily Harlor ��married Edwin Stang and had two children (Eric and Sally) (information provided to the author��by Barbara Kennedy [36]). [1930 census, U.S. NARA T626 Roll 2090 E.D. 49-38 pg.__]��

[38] Teresa was born on 15 November 1869 in or near Marysville, Tyendinaga Township, ��Hastings County, Ontario. Her father, James Meagher was born in Ireland circa 1826 and ��emigrated circa 1830 to Tyendinaga Township with his parents, William Meagher and Ellen ��Sweeney, and his younger brother Thomas. Teresa’s mother, Mary Shaughnessy, was born in or ��near Marysville circa 1835 and was a daughter of the Irish-born John Shaughnessy and Hanora ��Fitzgerald, who emigrated to Canada in the 1820s. In 1901, according to the census of Canada, ��Teresa was working as a domestic servant for the Rathburns, the locally prominent family of ��lumber barons, in Belleville.��

[39] William died in Ottawa on 2 October 1966 and Teresa died in Ottawa on 7 December 1942. ��John Henry McIninch (born 2 October 1905 in Belleville, baptized 8 October 1905 at St. Michael’s��in Belleville, and died 13 January 1984 in Montreal) married Catherine Dorothy Grimes at ��St. Ignatius Loyola Church in Montreal on 7 June 1941 and had six children (Mary, John, David, ��Catherine, Margaret (the mother of the author), and Joseph). Margaret Grace McIninch married��J. Richard Ambroise and had one son (Barry). Mary Bernice McIninch (born 20 August 1907 in ��Belleville, baptized 1 September 1907 at St. Michael’s, and died 13 August 1944) married James ��Victor Cavanagh and had six children (including daughters Terry, Patricia, and Margaret). ��Joseph Laurence McIninch (born 20 September 1908 in Belleville, baptized 4 October 1908 at ��St. Michael’s, and died 12 October 1976 in Ottawa) married Ellen Mona Smith on 18 June 1941 ��at St. Patrick’s in Ottawa and had three children (Margo, Brian, and James).��
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